Ratios between growth parameters for the prenatal ultrasonographic diagnosis of skeletal dysplasias.
The clinical applicability and usefulness of nine ratios that express the relation between particular fetal growth parameters were tested in ten fetuses affected by skeletal dysplasia. The results were compared with the ratios calculated from five growth-retarded fetuses without structural anomalies. Femur/foot, femur/head circumference, head circumference/thoracic circumference and abdominal circumference/thoracic circumference ratios are useful additional parameters for the prenatal ultrasonographic diagnosis of skeletal dysplasias. They reduce the problem of an unknown gestational age and help to distinguish between fetal skeletal dysplasia and intra-uterine growth-retardation caused by other factors.